
CERS SLEUTHS & CALARP CLUES:
Searching for hidden calarp Sites

W-A2
March 26, 2025

Alvin Dong, RMPPS
Marco Escobedo, unbeknownst to him, guest speaker
Minh Le, Supervising Hazardous Materials Specialist

Alvin Lal, Stanislaus CUPA Manager
27th California Unified Program

Annual Training Conference
March 24-27, 2025



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

OBJECTIVE
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• Identify unknown CalARP facilities

Using:
 Knowledge
 New information
 Data bases/referrals

Where’s Wally?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wizard Whitebeard, Woof, Odlaw, Wendy/
Wilma, Wally & Martin Handford

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Introduction

27th California Unified Program
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Where’s Wally?

Education – Brief Risk Management Overview

Class – How to obtain Data

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Tips & Tricks

First Half

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wizard Whitebeard, Woof, Odlaw, Wendy/
Wilma, Wally & Martin Handford

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


Education
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1984:     Bhopal

Earlier:  Flixborough

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1974 Cyclohexane reactor Chico & the Man Freddie Prinze, Jack Albertson & Sammy Davis Jr
1984 Murder She Wrote Angela Lansbury



Background

1985:  Excel,
MS Windows,
Disclosure,
RMPP

1991:  List of Lists

27th California Unified Program
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SNL Nora Dunn, Danitra Vance, Robt Downey Jr., Terry Sweeney, Jon Lovitz, Randy Quaid, Anthony Michael Hall, Joan Cusack
Terminator 2



Background
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1996: RMP Rule Section 112(r)

1997: RMPP replaced with CalARP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1996 Olympic Torch Lighting Atlanta Muhammad Ali & Janet Evans
Good Will Hunting Oscar winners Matt Damon & Robin Williams



Presenter
Presentation Notes
2009 CERS is mandated! Chipmunks, Barack Obama, Rod Blagojevich impeached, Lady Gaga, Poker Face



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

There was more to RMP…
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Where’s Wally?

Education RMP Background

Class – How to obtain Data

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Tips & Tricks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wizard Whitebeard, Woof, Odlaw, Wendy/
Wilma, Wally & Martin Handford

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


Class: How to obtain your data
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The Process: it’s all about the process

Warning: 
data may/
will contain
really, really 
old stuff

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maximum 1,048,576 lines or 1,048,573 chemicals



A few moments later…
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Wait for the email…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Calvin & Hobbs



Powerpoint—what’s next?
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Is he serious…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
step by step



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

First half

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference
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Education RMP Background

Classes – How to obtain Data

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Tips & Tricks

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


Be Prepared
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Rename & Save the download
Excel is a Spreadsheet vs Database
Minimize the number of programs running 
The greater the number of lines the more important

Save often—the file is prone to crashing…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scar from The Lion King



Excel—a Database—Yes???
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I suggest renaming the file

Remember: this is only a snapshot of your 
inventory in time—as of the date you 
requested!

Agenda

Excel
is your friend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s a BIGGGGGG file—depending how large your Agency is…
The download is “DC” columns wide!
26*4 + 3= 107 columns
In LA City—there were 234105 lines as of December 20…



Provisos…MS Excel
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https://www.excelandaccess.com/blog/excel-is-not-a-
database/#:~:text=Excel%20can%20do%20much%20of,an%20alternative%20to%20a%20database
https://baserow.io/blog/database-instead-of-excel

What it is:
Spreadsheet
• Store Rows & Columns
• Organize
• Analyze
• Automate calculations 

What it is not:
Database
• Store Tables
• Organize
• Maintain
• Ensure Integrity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
William F Buckley Conservative writer and founder of the National Review

https://www.excelandaccess.com/blog/excel-is-not-a-database/#:%7E:text=Excel%20can%20do%20much%20of,an%20alternative%20to%20a%20database
https://baserow.io/blog/database-instead-of-excel


Quid Pro Quos…MS Excel
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Data sets: Arranged by rows Data values:
Dos:
• Save FREQUENTLY
• Sort Everything
• Maintain data integrity
• Sort from Column A
• Include all Columns
• Save consistently
• Leave breadcrumbs

Don’ts:
• Break the sheet
• Sort a single column
• Haphazard
• Undisciplined
• Careless

C
O
L
U
M
N
SAssumption—all Sleuthers have a working knowledge of Excel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Genie Aladdin



Limitations
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How Many Columns can we see

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Excel is a spreadsheet program
Scalability
Collaboration
Data Integrity
No version control
Slow when performing calculations for large data sets


VS Database—yah they’re better but let’s face it who uses either very well?


I have done large data sets, medium data sets and small data sets the system works



Limitations
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Corrollary 1  Most sleuths have little working knowledge of Excel…

Caveats
Excel is a Spreadsheet
Data are treated as formulas
CAS Numbers are not numbers Excel recognizes
Dates are problematic

Data VALUE

Numbers Text
Data =Text = Codes

Numbers have intrinsic value



Quid Pro Quo—Wait, What?
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Quid Pro Quo—Huh?
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Quid Pro Quo—OLE?
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Quid Pro Quo—oh no…
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Quid Pro Quo—oh no…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue screen of death



Quid Pro Quo—oh no--OK
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Airplane II: the Sequel



Hit the Griddy
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Create Backups

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rename too!



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

First half
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Education RMP Background

Classes – How to obtain Data

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Tips & Tricks

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


Tricks & Tips
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The following are small snippets



Tricks & Tips
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The following are small snippets



Tricks & Tips
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Fix the Headers



Tricks & Tips
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Keep the original--Work on the copy



Tricks & Tips
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DC columns? 4*26+3=107



Tricks & Tips
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Each Column has data
Data has been classified as Value or Data
Something I want (useful) or don’t need



Tricks & Tips
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Useful columns have been highlighted



Tricks & Tips
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Useful columns have been highlighted



Tricks & Tips
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Useful columns have been highlighted

Only 39 columns…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But 25 of the 39 columns are at the end of the worksheet leaving 14 to concentrate on



Tricks & Tips
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Preserve the data
CAS #s, Dates & Numbers



Tricks & Tips
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Filter Date



Tricks and Tips
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Highlight the old data 
in grey

Sort grey to the bottom

Cross check



Tricks & Tips
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Make it easy



Hit the Griddy
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107 columns X how many rows

LA City CUPA– 235,000 rows
Orange County CUPA– 45,117 rows
Stanislaus CUPA– 23,063 rows 
Downey Fire– 2,015 rows



100k and greater-- Deus ex machina

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Excel is a spreadsheet program
Scalability
Collaboration
Data Integrity
No version control
Slow when performing calculations for large data sets

VS Database—yah they’re better but let’s face it who uses either very well?

I have done large data sets, medium data sets and small data sets the system works

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should your jurisdiction’s download have more than 100k lines, you will have to outsmart the native restrictions to be able to work with more lines



100k and greater– Easy as 1, 2
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should your jurisdiction’s download have more than 100k lines, you will have to outsmart the native restrictions to be able to work with more lines



100k and greater-- Deus ex machina 3 
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Excel is a spreadsheet program
Scalability
Collaboration
Data Integrity
No version control
Slow when performing calculations for large data sets

VS Database—yah they’re better but let’s face it who uses either very well?

I have done large data sets, medium data sets and small data sets the system works



Limitations
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Corrollary 2: Weren’t Assumption 1 & Corollary 1 mutually exclusive?
…got to know your limitations…

How Many Columns are there?
The number of columns visible to the user is limited by your monitor
Hidden Columns vs Minimizing Columns

Presenter
Presentation Notes
monitors



Hide vs Minimize
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cautionary tale



Hide vs Minimize
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I prefer minimizing

Data accessibility
Visibility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I minimize cuz I can’t lose any data



Simple right—so many lies
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EHS Column I  



Simple right—so many lies
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HM Type Column S 



There is a reason…
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Lies, Damned Lies and CERS

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

• Only Required Fields need be completed
5 fields plus Container Information

• What the *B@L&A^N #K ! 
• Everything Approved in CERS is correct
• Mixtures and Wastes described in Mixture Section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alvin’s pet peeves



Lies, Damned Lies and CERS
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CAS Nos are correct
 CAS No format: xxxx-XX-x
 No spaces
 No leading 0’s
 “Mixture”—

Organorhodium Complex (PMN-82-147)



Lies, Damned Lies and CERS
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Acids and bases are “Pure” substances
All aqueous acids are not pure
HCl, HF, HNO3 cannot exist 



Personal vexations and aversions

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

• Volumes/mass less than 1

• Hazardous Component less than 1%*

• Dates much, much less than 365 or

• Dates greater than 365 



Lies, Damned Lies and CERS
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March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have run my kindergarten heart out and colored
I have not deleted any lines or columns
I have not hidden any lines or columns either 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Recap
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Education RMP Background

Classes – How to obtain Data

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Tips & Tricks

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half
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Work – Where the magic happens--eventually

Classes – More Excel to do

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Analysis

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

List of List
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have identified all the glaring errors
We will let Excel tell us all the CalARP RS using the CAS #s as provided in CERS
Once identified the list is re-sorted pulling additional chemicals for review

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Wally’s Key
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alvin’s magical sauce

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Magic Happens
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Where’s Wally?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opened Feb 27, 2020 closed two weeks later Reopened Feb 26, 2023


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Inventory
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have identified all the glaring errors
We will let Excel tell us all the CalARP RS using the CAS #s as provided in CERS
Once identified the list is resorted pulling additional chemicals for review

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Make Magic Happen
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will let Excel tell us all the CalARP RS using the CAS #s as provided in CERS, by pasting Wally’s Key 
Once identified the list is resorted pulling additional chemicals for review

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Making Magic
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Copy the entire Wally’s Key and 
Paste into Column DD to align the headers

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Work – Where the magic happens--eventually

Classes – More Excel to do

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Analysis

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Magic Happens
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Copy the matching formula contained in Wally’s Key.  The formula is also described in the headers for columns DE through DJ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Magic Happens—Flash Fill
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With any luck flash fill works and the entire column is now populated

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Paste Values
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I strongly suggest you copy and paste the values rather than the formula
Failure to heed the advice will increase the time it takes to make additional changes…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Complete 
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I strongly suggest you copy and paste the values rather than the formula
Failure to heed the advice will increase the time it takes to make additional changes…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Compare Values
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Compare Values

27th California Unified Program
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is almost a duplicate RS but check the Table 3 footnotes

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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CERS
is your friend!

Second Half
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Work – Where the magic happens--eventually

Classes – More Excel to do

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Phase 1 – Filter & Color

Phase 2 – Re-Sort alphabetic

Analysis

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half

27th California Unified Program
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Assumption

Corollary 1

Corollary 3

Where’s Wally?

All Sleuthers have a basic knowledge of Excel

Most sleuthers are uncomfortable or becoming uncomfortable

He better pick up the pace I heard lunch is almost ready…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I suggest coloring the matches  as outlined in Wally’s Key

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hate “mixture”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So I changed the field identifying Organorhodium Complex (PMN-82-147)—as defined in Table 3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This just helps you “focus” in on the particular line for actual review

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

And
Highlight the appropriate CAS column & Filtered Column:

Iteratively 
Filter between:

4 & 209
210 & 277
278 & 284
285 & 347

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s in Wally’s Key

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Work – Where the magic happens--eventually

Classes – More Excel to do

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Phase 1 – Filter & Color

Phase 2 – Re-Sort alphabetic

Analysis

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


How Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sorting is important
If you sort differently the resultant data is harder for me to process



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight the similar names with incorrect/missing CAS #s or which may be near anything that has been highlighted



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hopefully only a couple RS will be found this way…



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have identified all the glaring errors
We will let Excel tell us all the CalARP RS using the CAS #s as provided in CERS
Once identified the list is re-sorted pulling additional chemicals for review



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hey look wrong CAS but massive storage…



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So these CAS #s in red are technically correct per EPA but make the data field useless



Magic Happens

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I delete RS which are not really RS



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Second Half

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Work – Where the magic happens--eventually

Classes – More Excel to do

Data Bases/CERS – Prepping the Data

Phase 1 – Filter & Color

Phase 2 – Re-Sort alphabetic

Analysis

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


More Instructions/tips

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Re-sort the list again this time by color
Search the Chemical Name and Common Name Using the CalARP Keyword
Filter again by Units 
Review the TQ for the RS and 
Filter the list again in the Maximum Daily Amount 
TQs and above should be highlighted  
Maximum Daily Amounts around the TQ are highlighted with a 
different shade
For those volumes significantly less than TQ I don’t highlight

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You repeatedly repeat the same ideas… 



CERS Sleuths Slogan

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Continually 
Iteratively
Repeatedly

Continuus
Iterativus
Saepius

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have identified all the glaring errors
We will let Excel tell us all the CalARP RS using the CAS #s as provided in CERS
Once identified the list is re-sorted pulling additional chemicals for review



Again

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

For each RS this process is repeated

Continuus
Iterativus
Saepius

Adjust your highlighting to match the Maximum Daily Volume 
Re-sort the list with the additional colors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
repeat



AGENDA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

CERS
is your friend!

Again?

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

For each CAS 
Column

Where’s Wally?

Data:

Filtered

Colored

Sorted 

Saepius

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, repeat—ad naseum

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Analysis—not quite yet

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After highlighting, all the Common Names and CAS Columns—we will now filter

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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CERS
is your friend!

Filtering

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Filter the data

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Almost Analysis

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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CERS
is your friend!

More Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With each sort, you must then look at the Maximum Daily Amount and color code appropriately

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


Magic Happens
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Search the Chemical Name and Common Name Using the CalARP Keyword
Filter again by Units 
Review the TQ for the RS and 
Filter the list again in the Maximum Daily Amount 
TQs and above should be highlighted  
Maximum Daily Amounts around the TQ are highlighted with a 
different shade
For those volumes significantly less than TQ I don’t highlight

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuus
Iterativus
Saepius, 
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CERS
is your friend!

Analysis with Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the appropriate example.
Based upon the HM Type, Units, Physical State and Max Daily Amt, Storage Container Type, and Hazardous Component %,
The material is placed into probably meets TQ or doesn’t meet TQ pale yellow or not even close—no highlight

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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déjà vu

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

For each CAS Column & color code this process is repeated

Continuus
Iterativus
Saepius

Adjust your highlighting to match the Maximum Daily Volume 
Re-sort the list by Max Daily Volume Color

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Honest it’s not slide 100
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CERS
is your friend!

Filter and Coloring

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sorting 7 different ways to Sunday!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F
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Where’s Wally?
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déjà vu all over again…

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Using your agency’s existing CalARP CERS ID inventory
Place into an open column

Match, in Column DD, the Agency’s CalARP CERS ID with
the CERS IDs in Column A 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have you heard about Pete and Repete? Well, they were both on a bridge.



déjà vu all over again…

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Enter your agency’s existing CalARP CERS ID inventory
Into an open column DK

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pete jumped off



This never ends

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Match the Agency’s CalARP CERS ID with CERS ID (Column A) 

Column DD: #NA 
Not in CalARP

Whereas a number 
Existing CalARP site

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who was left?



Magic—I don’t think it means what…

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Filter Column DD #NA 
Not in CalARP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once identified the list is resorted pulling additional chemicals for review
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CERS
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Final List
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Where’s Wally?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MartinHandfordWally%26Friends.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where%27s_Wally%3F


Almost Finally

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

The final list must then be sorted to group all 
the RS by CERS

You may also wish to “risk rank” or
Pick the least controversial

Hint—don’t pick flammables (see safer communities act…)



Let’s let someone else talk
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Annual Training Conference
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It’s Marco

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

Alvin Lal alal@envres.org
Marco Escobedo mescobedo@ocha.com
Alvin Dong alvin.dong@lacity.org
Minh Le minh.u.le@lacity.org

mailto:alal@envres.org
mailto:mescobedo@ocha.com
mailto:alvin.dong@lacity.org
mailto:minh.u.le@lacity.org


AGENDA

CERS
is your friend!

Resource

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

“Try to change situations, not people…”

“Organisations have no memory…”

“What you don’t have, can’t leak…”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, for those who were wondering there is a hidden agenda, Inherent safety & Inherently Safer Process Design,
After I retire, No one will remember Anna Olekszyk’s and Fariba Khaledan’s contributions to LAFD’s CalARP Program, or Clyde Trombettas to CalOSHA and the changes he and Randy Sawyer & Cho Nai Cheung of CCHealth that promulgated the most comprehensive changes to Regulation of Petroleum Refineries
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