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Goal - Increase the quality and consistency of CUPA inspections in 
the Medical/Laboratory settings by:
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• Focusing on departments/units/places of 
known HM Storage

• Becoming familiar with Hazardous Materials 
commonly found in these facilities

• Citing industry wide violations



Hazardous Materials
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SLIDO 
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Does your jurisdiction require the HMBP 
disclosure of all radioactive materials at a 
facility?
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Radioactive Materials?  

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025



Inspection Preparation
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• CERS Review
• Compliance History
• Program Eligibility



Inspection Walkthrough
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Complex Facilities
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• Hospitals
• Diagnostic Centers
• Veterinary Hospitals
• Biomedical Device Manufacturing/R&D 

Facilities





Welcome to CUPA GENERAL HOSPITAL
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• Co-Gen Plants
• Tank Farms – Gas 

Storage 
• Morgues/Coroners 
• Central Supply
• Sterilization Room
• Imagining Center 
• Central 

Accumulation Area 
(CAA)

• Facilities
• USTs

CUPA MEDICAL TERRACE
- Med Rooms
- Pharmacy
- Satellite 

Accumulation

CUPA  MEDICAL PLAZA
Med Rooms, Pharmacy,
Satellite Accumulation

CUPA GENERAL 
HOSPITAL

Co-Gen Plant

You Are Here
Where would you like to go?

Laboratories

CAA

Facilities

Laboratories, 
Pharmacy, 
Med Rooms, 
Sterile 
Processing, 
Morgue, 
Medical 
Waste, 
Hazardous 
Waste

Morgue

Cafeteria

PARKING 
STRUCTURE 

Outpatient Surgical Center

Sterilization



Co-Gen Plant & Facilities
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USTs & Back Up Generators
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Belly Tank Back Up Generators  
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Cooling Tower, Boiler Room & Chillers
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Boiler Room

• Oxygen Scavenger
• Boiler Alkalinity 

Builders
• Amines
• Scale Prevention
• Chemical Additives

• Used Oil
• New 

Motor/Lubricating Oil
• Acetylene 
• LPG  
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Boiler Room
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Cooling Towers & Chillers 

• Scale inhibitors 
• Corrosion inhibitors 
• Biocides
• pH adjusters

• Anti-foaming agents 
• Dispersant
• Oxidizing Agents
•  Refrigerants
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Cooling Towers & Chillers 



Cooling Tower, Boiler Room & Chillers 
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EMS Communication Towers
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Tank Farms – Medical Air & Gas Storage
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• Oxygen – Liquid and Gas
• Nitrogen – Liquid and Gas
• Helium 
• Argon
• Carbon Dioxide
• Nitrous Oxide
• Mixed gases - Hydrogen in Carbon 

dioxide/Helium/Nitrogen/Oxygen or Air mixture (Flammable 
gas), Methane/Argon, Methane/ Helium

• Compressed Air
• Krypton – Rare used for Imaging
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Tank Farms – Medical Air & Gas Storage



Tank Farms – Medical Air & Gas Storage
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SLIDO

What disclosable Hazardous Materials would 
you expect to see in a Morgue or Coroner’s 
Office? 



Morgues/
Coroner’s
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Morgues
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Coroner’s Office 
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Central Supply
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• Cleaning Supplies – Floor cleaners, 
disinfectants

• Laboratory solvents: Xylene, Alcohol, 
Methanol, 10% Buffered Formalin 
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Sterilization
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• Cidex
• OPA
• Liquid nitrogen
• Acecide C 
• Revital OX

• Compounding Room Pre-
Empt Concentrate

• Prolystica Enzymatic Presoak 
• Cleaners that are 2x 

Concentrate 
• Rapicde Pa – Part A and B  



Sterilization
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Sterilization
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Sterilization
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Imaging
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Imaging/Radiology
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Wound Care
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Eye Surgery Centers
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Fertility Centers



Dialysis Centers 
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BREAK TIME!



SLIDO 

What is most UNUSUAL medical/laboratory 
facility you have inspected? 



Don’t Forget About These….



Crematorium



Acute Care Facilities 
• Skilled Nursing Facilities
• Rehabilitation Centers
• Memory Care Centers
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Large Animal Hospitals



Biomedical/R&D
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Reverse Logistics



Reverse Logistics
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Large Campus Diagnostic Facilities 
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Large Campus Diagnostic Facilities 
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Large Campus Diagnostic Facilities
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Large Campus Diagnostic Facilities
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Large 
Campus 
Diagnostic 
Facilities



Laboratory – Histology  for Specimen Preparation:
Leticia Peloris Process, Tissue-Tek Prisma or VIP-6, Benchmark Roche or Ventana 
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Waste Flammable Liquids: Methanol, 
Xylene, Alcohol

Waste Wax with
Xylenes



Laboratory – Microbiology/Cytology – Automated Stainers
Aerospray, Previ Color Gram and Wescor  Stainers
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Waste Flammable Liquids: Ethanol, Methanol, Xylene
Waste Flammable Corrosives: Methanol/Acetic Acid Fix



Laboratory – Gross Pathology 
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Waste Non-RCRA Toxic Liquid: Formalin 
Waste Flammable Corrosives: Methanol and Hydrofluoric Acid 



Laboratory – Parasitology 
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Waste Zinc Sulfate 
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Central Accumulation Area (CAA)
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Hazardous Wastes can 
be Hazardous Materials
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Common Violations 

• Training
– Lack thereof/Documentation

• Inventory and Non-Submittals
• Site maps
• Emergency Response Plans



Common Violations – Inventory/Non-submittal
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Common Violations – Site Map

Not Accepted!
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Accepted!
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Common Violations – ERCP

Not Accepted!
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Spill Reporting 
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Why Spill Reporting? 



Any Questions?
Ashley Acevedo: Asacevedo@OCHCA.com

David Ortega: Dortega@OCHCA.com
Karen Blanchard: Kblanchard@OCHCA.com

(714) 433-6406
27th California Unified Program

Annual Training Conference
March 24-27, 2025
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