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• Brief History of SPCC Rule

• Introduction to APSA

• Inspection Process

• CERS

• Common Violations

• Inspection Data



Slido Question (Ice Breaker)
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What is APSA?

A)  Ticker Symbol for new cryptocurrency

B)  American Political Science Association

C) Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act

D) I don’t know
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Environmental Impact
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Clean up
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40 CFR 112:  Federal SPCC Rule
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• Came into effect in January 1974

• Scope of SPCC rule apply to specific non-transportation related 
facilities

– Reasonably expected to discharge oil into navigable waters, 
and

– Greater than 1,320 gal (only containers with capacity of 55 gal 
or more), or

– Have total underground storage capacity greater than 42,000 
gal



SPCC Plans and Rules
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• APSA references federal standards for SPCC 
plan

• Must prepare and implement a site-specific 
SPCC plan

– Operating, inspection, and testing 
procedures

– Containment and control measures

– Countermeasures and clean up measures



40 CFR 112 Breakdown
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• Subpart A – 112.1 – 112.7

– Applicability, definitions, and general requirements

• Subpart B – 112.8 – 112.11 

– Petroleum oil at on-shore and non-oil production facilities

• Subpart C – 112.12 (not part of APSA)

– Requirements for animal fats and vegetable oils

• Subpart D – 112.20

– Facility Response Plan 



40 CFR 112 APSA Relevant Sections
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• 112.1 – General Applicability

• 112.2 – Definitions

• 112.3 – Requirements to prepare and implement SPCC 
Plan

• 112.4 – Amendment of SPCC Plan by EPA

• 112.5 – Amendment of SPCC Plan by Owner



40 CFR 112 APSA Relevant Sections
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• 112.6 – Qualified Facility Plan Requirements

• 112.7 – General Requirements for SPCC

• 112.8 – SPCC Plan requirements for onshore 
facilities

• 112.20(e) – Substantial Harm Criteria 



APSA - History
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• Under 1989 law, State Water Board and Regional 
Water Board responsibility for administration

• Due to 2002-2003 financial crisis, responsibilities 
were shifted and in 2008 AB 1130 transferred 
responsibilities to UPAs 

• Effective 2013 AB 1566 authorized OSFM as the 
oversight agency for APSA



Assembly Bill 1130
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• Facilities with storage capacity of 1,320 gal or more 
of petroleum to prepare implement SPCC plan

• Inspections at facilities with storage capacity of 
greater than or equal to 10,000 gal of petroleum 
every 3 years

• Require inspectors to complete an AST training 
program



Assembly Bill 2902
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• CHSC 25270.2

• SPCC plan require for facilities with less than 1,320 gal 
storage capacity and one or more Tank in an 
Underground Area (TIUGA)

• Tank facility with less than 1,320 gal of petroleum may 
use qualified SPCC template or prepare a full SPCC plan
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• US EPA
• Oil in general 

including non-
petroleum oil

• Only applies near 
navigable waters

• Greater than 1,320 gal

• Local CUPA Agency
• Petroleum oil
• Location does not 

matter
• Greater than or 

equal to 1,320 gal

Federal State (APSA)



APSA Regulated Facilities and Requirements
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• Facility has a storage capacity of 1,320 gal or more 
of petroleum

• One or more tanks meet definition of Tank in 
Underground Area

• File annual tank facility statement or HMBP 
electronically to CERS

• Prepare and implement an SPCC plan 



Types of SPCC Plans 
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• Allowed to complete a simplified 
SPCC Plan

• Tier I or II SPCC Plan Template 
depending on size of largest tank

• No engineer certification required 
(certain restrictions)

• Can be completed by facility owner 

• Must complete a FULL SPCC Plan
• Facility capacity of MORE than 10,000 

gallons
• Require Professional Engineer 

Certification 
• California P.E. license and Type of P.E. 

not specified in SPCC rule. May be 
from any discipline.

Qualified Tank Facilities Non-Qualified Tank Facilities



What is a “Major Spill” per SPCC?
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*Major spill is defined as CFR112.3(g)(2):

 Within 3-years prior to plan certification date (this is a ONE-
TIME snap-shot):

1. A single discharge of oil exceeding 1,000 gallons 

2. TWO discharges within 

       any 12-month period 

       each exceeding 42 gallons

      (1 barrel)
(SPILL DOES NOT INCLUDE NATURAL DISASTERS, 

ACTS OF WAR, OR TERRORISM)



Qualified Tank Facility SPCC Plan 
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Tier I Plan Template Tier II Plan Template

• No engineer certification 
required

• No Major Spills
• ≤10,000 gallons total facility 

capacity

• No engineer certification 
required

• No Major Spills
• ≤10,000 gallons total facility 

capacity



Qualified Tier I tank facility 
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• Largest tank ≤ 5,000 gallons
• May use the US EPA SPCC 

Tier I Plan Template 
• No site map required when 

using template from 40 CFR 
Part 112, Appendix G

* Cannot determine secondary containment to be impracticable nor an 
environmentally equivalent measure without a Professional Engineer 
Certification



Qualified Tier II Tank Facility 
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• Largest Tank greater 
than 5,000 gallons

• May use Tier II 
template developed 
by the OSFM

*Cannot determine secondary containment to be impracticable 
nor an environmentally equivalent measure without a 
Professional Engineer Certification.



Exempted Tanks – HSC 25270.2(a)
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• Pressure vessel or boiler

• Hazwaste tank under permit 
with DTSC or PBR 
authorization from UPA

• Aboveground oil production 
tank

• Oil-filled electrical equipment

• Tanks regulated as a UST

• Transportation-related tank 
facility

• Tank or tank facility located 
on and operated by a farm 
exempt from federal SPCC 
requirements

• TIUGA less than 55 gal



Slido Question 1
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Is Biodiesel subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 1
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Slido Question 2
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Is Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) subject to APSA 

requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 2
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Slido Question 3
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Is Hot Mix Asphalt subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 3
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Slido Question 4
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Is Grease subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 4
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Slido Question 5
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Is Machining Coolant subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 5
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Slido Question 6
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Is Mineral Oil subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 6

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025



Slido Question 7
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Is Synthetic Oil subject to APSA requirements?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 7
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Slido Question 8
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A facility has total 10K gallon of petroleum products 
and  each AST has a 5K capacity.  What type of SPCC 
plan should the operator prepare?

A) Tier I

B) Tier II

C) Non-Qualified



Slido Question 8
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Slido Question 9
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A warehouse that is located adjacent to the river, 
stores about 100 X 275 gallon tote of vegetable oil.  In 
addition, there is a 200 gallon AST diesel generator 
and 1K AST of diesel fueling station on site. Does this 
facility require a SPCC plan? Does this facility fall 
under APSA?

A) No, No

B) Yes, Yes

C) Yes, No

D) No, Yes



Slido Question 9
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Slido Question 10
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Are these tanks regulated 
under APSA?

A) Yes

B) No

C) I don’t know



Slido Question 10
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Slido Question 11
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Can an UST be repurposed into an 

AST?

A) Yes

B) No

C) It depends

D) I don’t know



Slido Question 11
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SPCC Plan
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• Purpose is to prevent and respond to petroleum spills
• Provide basic information about the facility
• Complete review and evaluation of plan every 5 years
• Technical vs Administrative amendment



Tank Inspections and Testing
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• Conduct inspections and tests in accordance to written 
procedures

• Inspections and testing requirements determined by 
owner/operator and/or certifying PE

• Common industry standards are STI SP001 and API 653
• Records of inspections and tests kept for minimum of 3 

years



STI SP001 Tank Categories

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025



27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025



Oil Lubrication and Fuel Tanks
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Mobile Refuelers
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• May or may not be subject to APSA based off of 
operations



TIUGA

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025

• Must allow for direct viewing of exterior of tank to check 
for leaks

• Direct viewing not required for double-walled tanks
• Older tank systems may not meet TIUGA requirements



Generator Systems
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Secondary Containment
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• Provides line of defense in the event of failure of primary 
containment

• Can be accomplished via sized and general containment



Sized Secondary Containment
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• Address potential of discharges at oil handling and 
storage areas

• Requirement for bulk storage tanks and containers
• Contain largest singe oil container plus sufficient 

freeboard



General Secondary Containment
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• Address most likely oil discharges from all regulated 
parts of facility

• Areas or containers such as mobile refuelers



Overfill Prevention
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• Implementation to avoid discharges
• In person monitoring of filling process
• Alarms with audible or visual signal
• Shut off valves to stop flow



CERS – Facility Section
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CERS – Facility Section
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CERS – APSA Section
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CERS – APSA Section
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CERS – APSA Section
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Violation Elements
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• Identifying the violation as Minor, Class II, or Class I
• Explaining the evidence that supports the violation
• Providing corrective action requirements
• Establishing and documenting compliance



Inspections Conducted

27th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

March 24-27, 2025



Violations Cited
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2024 APSA Inspection data
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• Routine inspections conducted – 5103
• Violations cited – 6866 
• Violation Categories:

– Abandonment/illegal disposal/unauthorized treatment – 0 violations
– Administration/documentation – 4372 violations 
– Operations/maintenance – 1672 violations 
– Release/leaks/spills – 21 violations 
– Training – 776 violations 
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Top 10 Number Name Category Citation

10 4010008 SPCC Plan available 
onsite

Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 6.67
CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.3(e)(1)

9 4010041 Oil type and storage 
capacity of storage 

containers

Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 

112.7(a)(3)(i)

8 4030038 Implementation of 
SPCC Plan

Failure to implement 
the SPCC Plan

Operations and 
Maintenance

CHSC 6.67
CHSC 25270.4.5(a)

40 CFR 112.3

7 4010032 Annual tank facility 
statement

Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 
25270.4.5(a). 
25270.6(a)(2)

6 4030015 Tank inspected an/or 
integrity tested

Operations and 
Maintenance

CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.7(e), 

112.8(c)(6)
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Top 10 Number Name Category Citation

5 4020002 Spill prevention 
briefings

Training CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.7(f)(3)

4 4020001 Employee training 
requirements

Training CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.7(f)(1)

3 4010009 Five year SPCC Plan 
review and 

documentation

Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 25260.5.5(a)
40 CFR 112.5(b)

2 4010001 SPCC Plan prepared Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.3, 112.6

1 4010021 Written records of 
inspections and tests

Administration and 
Documentation

CHSC 25270.4.5(a)
40 CFR 112.7(e), 

112.8(c)(6)



APSA Inspection Summary
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• Verify facility has a current SPCC plan
• Review and ensure the plan is appropriate for operations
• Technical amendments are certified and documented
• Appropriate containment provided
• Inspection of tanks are conducted
• Spills/leaks are cleaned up
• All aspects of SPCC plan are being implemented
• Accurate submittal in CERS



Additional Resources for APSA 
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• Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and 
Geologists

• California CUPA Forum 

• CalOES Spill Reporting

• CERS Violation Library

• Department of Consumer Affairs

• EPA Secondary Containment Calculation

https://bpelsg.ca.gov/
https://bpelsg.ca.gov/
https://calcupa.org/index.html
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/fire-rescue/hazardous-materials/spill-release-reporting/
https://cersbusiness.calepa.ca.gov/Public/Violations/
https://search.dca.ca.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2014-05/documents/example_autoservice_single_horizontal.pdf


Additional Resources for APSA 
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• OSFM Farm Guidance 

• OSFM Guidance Document

• OSFM Website

• SPCC EPA Guidance Document

• SPCC Tier I Template

• SPCC Tier II Template

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/farms/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/farms/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/media/z4zlg3pr/apsa-faq-12apr2021-final.pdf
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/spill-prevention-control-and-countermeasure-1
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2014-05/documents/tier1template.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2014-05/documents/tier1template.pdf


Any Questions?
Amanda Liu – amanda.liu@fire.lacounty.gov

LA County Fire Health Hazmat
Erik Cheng – erik.cheng@fire.lacounty.gov

LA County Fire Health Hazmat
Justin Tao – justin.tao@fire.lacounty.gov

LA County Fire Health Hazmat
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