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Started in 1974 by one consultant in Dallas, Texas, serving clients’ air 
quality regulatory compliance needs.

Today, we are nearly 1,700 employees in more than 85 locations on four 
continents.

We help organizations overcome complex, mission-critical EHS, 
engineering, and science challenges through consulting, technology, 
training, and staffing support.
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AIR QUALITY
Air quality permitting and compliance support 

with federal and state/local regulatory 
requirements.

ESG, EJ AND SUSTAINABILITY
Comprehensive ESG and sustainability 

program support for companies  across many 
industries.

CHEMICAL COMPLIANCE
Compliance support for chemical-related 
compliance and reporting requirements. 

EHS LITIGATION SUPPORT
Provides technical support and expert 
testimony for legal issues regarding air 
quality, noise impact, industrial air quality 
and weather-related litigation. 

EHS MANAGEMENT

Trinity's EHS Performance & Risk Management 
team assists in addressing EHS challenges from 

various perspectives - strategic planning, 
program evaluation, and systems development.

WASTE MANAGEMENT
Provides regulatory waste management 

support for industrial facilities.
WATER QUALITY

Water quality permitting, compliance, and 
sampling.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Support with OSHA, EPA, and local/state 
agencies regulations that protect the health 
and safety of workers and surrounding 
communities.
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HMBP Basics



Section 302

Emergency Planning 
Notification

Section 311

SDS Reporting

Section 312

Inventory Reporting 
(Tier I/II)

Section 313

Toxic Release 
Inventory 

(TRI) Reporting

Section 304

Emergency Release 
Reporting

EPCRA Reporting
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Business Plan Applicability
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Title 19 California Code of Regulations, Division 2, Chapter 4, Article 4, Section 2729.1

► Handles a hazardous material or a mixture containing a hazardous material:
• Equal to or greater than federal threshold planning quantity (TPQ) for 

an extremely hazardous substance (EHS); or
• Equal to or greater than 500 pounds of a solid, 55 gallons of a liquid, or 200 

cubic feet of gas (STP); or
• Radioactive materials that are handled in quantities for which an emergency 

plan is required to be adopted pursuant to Part 30, Part 40, or Part 70, of 
Chapter 10 of Title 10 of the CFR, or pursuant to any regulations adopted by 
the state in accordance with those regulations



Hazardous Material Definition
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https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghd053107.html#process 

► Under the Hazard communication standard, any chemical that presents a physical hazard 
or a health hazard is considered a hazardous chemical. The HCS definitions for physical 
and health hazards are:
• Physical hazard is a chemical for which there is scientifically valid evidence that it is a 

combustible liquid, a compressed gas, explosive, flammable, an organic peroxide, an 
oxidizer, pyrophoric, unstable (reactive) or water-reactive.

• Health hazard is a chemical for which there is statistically significant evidence based 
on at least one study conducted in accordance with established scientific principles 
that acute or chronic health effects may occur in exposed employees. The term "health 
hazard" includes chemicals which are carcinogens, toxic or highly toxic agents, 
reproductive toxins, irritants, corrosives, sensitizers, hepatotoxins, nephrotoxins, 
neurotoxins, agents which act on the hematopoietic system, and agents which damage 
the lungs, skin, eyes, or mucous membranes.

https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghd053107.html#process


2018 Hazard Categories

Physical Hazards Health Hazards

Flammable (gasses, aerosols, liquids, or solids) Carcinogenicity

Gas under pressure Acute toxicity (any route of exposure)

Explosive Reproductive toxicity

Self-heating Skin corrosion or irritation

Pyrophoric (liquid or solids) Respiratory or skin sensitization

Oxidizer (liquid, solid, or gas) Serious eye damage or eye irritation

Organic peroxide Specific target organ toxicity (single or repeated exposure)

Self-reactive Aspiration hazard

Pyrophoric gas Germ cell mutagenicity

Corrosive to metal Simple asphyxiant

In contact with water emits flammable gas Hazard Not Otherwise Classified (HNOC)

Combustible dust

Hazard Not Otherwise Classified (HNOC)

29 CFR 1910.1200 & 40 CFR 370.66

► To align with OSHA’s HCS, EPA has revised the 5 hazard categories in 40 
CFR 370 to more than 20 hazards used in the revised OSHA HCS
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California Environmental 
Reporting System (CERS)
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► Converted paper reporting to electronic reporting
► Data is instantaneously submitted to local CUPA and Cal/EPA (UPA)
► UPA can evaluate and assess compliance in a quicker timeframe
► Any submitted data is public
► HMBP typically submitted by 3/1 in CERS

• Local CUPA may have more stringent timelines, mandates, and 
reporting requirements



Minimum Business Plan 
Requirements
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Facility Information

Business Activities

Business Owner/Operator 
Information

Hazardous Material 
Inventory

Emergency 
Response and 

Training Program

Site Map Other Programs

UST, PBR, APSA



Business Activities
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► Question based form that pre-populates required forms for submission:

Generate 
Hazardous 

Waste

Underground 
Storage Tank

Hazardous 
Waste ID 
Number

Aboveground 
Petroleum 

Storage

Regulated 
Substances

Excluded and/or 
Exempted 
Material

On-Site 
Treatment



Business Activities
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Business Owner/Operator 
Information
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Site Address

Emergency Contacts

Owner Information

Billing Information

SIC/NAICS Number

Site Identification



Hazardous Material Inventory
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QUANTITY, 
STORAGE TYPE

LOCATION FIRE HAZARDOUS 
CODE

DOT HAZARD COMPONENTS



Hazardous Material Inventory
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Inventory Spreadsheet 
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Site Map
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North Orientation Loading Areas Internal Roads Adjacent Streets 

Storm and Sewer 
Drains

Access and Exit 
Points

Emergency 
Shutoffs

Evacuation 
Staging Areas

Hazardous 
Material Handling 
& Storage Areas

Emergency 
Response 

Equipment



Site Map - Example
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Source: County of San Diego, HMD_HMBP_HM-952 HMBP Packet (sandiegocounty.gov)

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HM-952%20(04-2021).pdf


Contingency Plan
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CERS Consolidated Contingency Plan Template (ca.gov)

► Purpose: emergency response procedures for a release 
or threatened release of HM

► Required elements: 
• Immediate notification of emergency response 

personnel, CUPA, CalOES
• Identification of local emergency medical assistance
• Mitigation, prevention, or abatement of hazards to 

persons, property, or the environment
• Immediate notification and evacuation of the facility
• Identification of earthquake vulnerability areas

https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/11/consolidated-ER-plan-2017_New1.pdf


► Effective January 1, 2020, AB 1429 went into effect and changed some 
HMBP reporting timeframes for some facilities

HMBP Deadline Updates
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If hazardous materials handlers… then they…

are not subject to EPCRA and APSA 
requirements

• must provide annual certification in CERS
• may submit their business plan every 3 years

rather than annually

are subject to EPCRA or APSA requirements
• must provide annual certification in CERS
• must submit their business plan annually



100% or more increase 
in the quantity of a 

previously disclosed 
material

Business address 
change

Business ownership 
change Business name change

► Facilities are required to update their HMBP within 30 days of

Hazardous Materials Inventory 
Submittal Amendment
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Common Mistakes in 
HMBPs



Common Mistakes in HMBPs
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Facility Information

Hazardous Materials Inventory

Site Map

Emergency Response and Training Plans

CERS



Facility Information
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► Incorrect business site address or business owner information
► Outdated emergency contact information
► Marking “no” for the first business activities form question

• This prevents you from submitting a hazardous materials inventory



Hazardous Materials Inventory
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► Thresholding Mistakes

Using the wrong units Thresholding solids using volume (55-
gal drum of oily rags)

Not aggregating smaller 
containers for thresholding

Ignoring smaller containers storing HM 
(12 x 5-gal pails of paint)

Not including batteries Threshold volume of electrolyte or 
total weight of battery

Not including “seasonal” 
hazardous materials

Hazardous materials which are stored 
onsite intermittently  



Lead Acid Battery Guidance
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► Should be listed as one inventory item
► Threshold based on electrolyte 

quantity (>55 gal)



Hazardous Materials Inventory
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► EHS Mistakes
• EHS inventory must be reported 

pounds
• Not checking EHS

◆ See Appendix A of 40 CFR Part 355 for 
a full list of EHS and their TPQs

Common EHS

• Anhydrous Ammonia
• Sulfuric Acid
• Formaldehyde
• Hydrogen Peroxide (Conc >52%)
• Nitric Acid



Hazardous Materials Inventory

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

► Incorrect selection of HM type
► Required fields for each HM type:

Pure Substances

• Include chemical 
name & common 
name

• Include CAS No.

Mixtures

• Include only 
common name

• Include mixture 
components

Waste

• Include only 
common name

• Include waste 
information



Hazardous Materials Inventory
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► Hazardous Waste
• Inventory does not include hazardous waste
• Not including annual waste amount
• Not including state waste code



Hazardous Materials Inventory
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► Missing/incorrect required inventory 
information
• Maximum daily amount/units

◆ Reporting throughput or usage of 
hazardous materials rather than inventory 
at the storage location.

• Storage container
• Using obsolete CA Fire Codes

◆ Will cause warnings when you submit your 
inventory

• Using outdated SDS



Site Map
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► Site map illegible or missing required elements
• Reminder – required elements:

◆ North orientation
◆ Loading areas
◆ Internal roads
◆ Adjacent streets
◆ Storm and sewer drains
◆ Access and exit points
◆ Emergency shutoffs
◆ Evacuation staging areas
◆ Hazardous material handling and storage areas
◆ Emergency response equipment.



Site Map
What's Missing Here?
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Source: County of San Diego, HMD_HMBP_HM-952 HMBP Packet (sandiegocounty.gov) (EDITED)

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HM-952%20(04-2021).pdf


Site Map
What's Missing Here?
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Source: County of San Diego, HMD_HMBP_HM-952 HMBP Packet (sandiegocounty.gov) (EDITED)

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HM-952%20(04-2021).pdf


Site Map
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► Other common mistakes
• Not updating site map with facility, 

operational, or other changes.
• Missing some emergency response 

equipment



Site Map
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► Best practices
• Use black and white
• Upload multiple maps as a single file
• Do not make overly complicated

◆ Engineering markings and other non-essential items should be removed for clarity
• Review site map annually (at the minimum)



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Failure to provide local phone numbers for emergency response/ 
reporting releases



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Contact information out of date for emergency coordinators



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Failure to provide an employee Training Plan
• Training records are not the same as a training plan!



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Failure to provide training on both hazardous waste and HMBP
• Hazardous materials and hazardous waste trainings may be different at a given Facility



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Failure to update plan prior to process change or provide training upon 
Emergency Response/Contingency Plan amendment



Emergency Response/
Training Plans
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► Other common mistakes
• Missing training records for new employees
• Missing ongoing training records
• SQG that becomes LQG missing LQG required documents
• Not updating Emergency Response/Contingency Plan with internal 

document updates (evacuation procedures, training plans, release 
reporting, etc.)

• Emergency equipment out of date



CERS Reporting
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► Partial submittals of only "facility information" submittal element

All submittal 
elements require 
that the Facility 
Information 
submittal element 
be submitted at the 
same time.



CERS Reporting
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► Duplicate documents in same submittal (i.e., old and revised version of 
same form or document submitted). 
• Limit document uploads to the most current document. 
• CERS automatically retains copies of previously submitted documents.
• Always select ‘discard’ documents if you are uploading a more recent 

version.



CERS Reporting
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► Facility creates a new duplicate facility in CERS. 
• CERS ID is tied to the physical location of a facility. 
• Before creating a new facility in CERS search for similar addresses to 

see if it already exists. 
◆ For example, search for partial street names or address numbers to see if the site is 

already in CERS.
• Can check with your CUPA/PA to ask them if they can check for you.



CERS Reporting
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► Updating HMBP in a timely manner
• HMBP must be revised and submitted in CERS within 30 days of:

◆ 100% or more increase in the quantity of a previously disclosed material;
◆ The facility begins handling a previously undisclosed material at or above 

HMBP reporting thresholds;
◆ The facility changes address;
◆ Ownership of the facility changes; or
◆ There is a change of business name.

[HSC §25510]



CERS Reporting
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► Tips for Facilities
• HMBP should be reviewed annually (don’t assume past submittals are 

correct)
• While CERS houses important documents, it does not have ALL the 

documents facilities will need during an inspection
• Don't assume an accepted CERS submittal means you are 

automatically in compliance
◆ Keep lookout for regulator comments on your HMBP submittal (should be notified 

via email)
• Keep records not in CERS (training records, manifests, inspection logs, 

etc.) in a centralized location
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Key Takeaways



Takeaways
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► Proper preparation of the HMBP ensures both facilities and regulators 
are prepared and informed in the case of required emergency response

► Remember the "why" behind the HMBP
► Facilities – compliance is a cooperative effort and requires coordination 

among departments (production, procurement, etc.)
► Plan ahead
► Learn from previous mistakes
► Work with your local regulator – ask your CUPA/PA questions / ask for 

help
► Regulators – be available to help facilities outside an inspection



Any Questions?
Colleen Grainger, Senior Consultant 

Trinity Consultants
cgrainger@trinityconsultants.com 

949.567.9880 x 5503
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Sydney Kwan, Senior Consultant
Trinity Consultants

Sydney.Kwan@trinityconsultants.com 
949.567.9880 x 5505

Find us at Booth #42!

mailto:cgrainger@trinityconsultants.com
mailto:Sydney.Kwan@trinityconsultants.com
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