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California Health & Safety Code 
Division 20 Chapter 6.67

AKA Aboveground Petroleum Storage 
Act (APSA)
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APSA requires owners and operators of tank facilities to prepare 
and implement an SPCC Plan in accordance with 40 CFR Part 112. 



What Plan Can They Use?
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Tier I – The aggregate aboveground oil storage capacity of the facility is 10,000 gallons or less, no 
individual oil storage container at the facility with an aboveground capacity greater than 5,000 U.S. 
gallons, and no single discharge exceeding 1,000 gallons and no two discharges each exceeding 42 
gallons within any twelve-month period in the three years prior to the SPCC plan.

Tier II – The aggregate aboveground oil storage capacity of the facility is 10,000 gallons or less. Has a 
single tank or container with a capacity greater than 5,000 gallons. and no single discharge 
exceeding 1,000 gallons and no two discharges each exceeding 42 gallons within any twelve-month 
period in the three years prior to the SPCC plan. Portions of the plan may need to be certified by a 
Professional Engineer (PE) (example environmental equivalence or impracticability statement). 

PE Certified – The aggregate aboveground oil storage capacity of the facility is greater than 10,000 
gallons and the SPCC Plan must be certified by a PE. 



SPCC Plan Templates
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APSA is Green

Orange and Yellow are not APSA

Light Blue – Required
Green – Required 
Orange – Not APSA
Yellow – Not APSA







112.7 - You must prepare a Plan in 
accordance with good engineering 
practices. If you do not follow the 
sequence specified in this section 
for the plan, you must Prepare an 
equivalent Plan that meets all of 
the applicable requirements and 
supplement it with a section 
cross-referencing the location of 
requirements listed in this part.  
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Environmental Equivalence 40 CFR §112.7(a)(2)
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SPCC Guidance for Regional Inspectors
The environmental equivalence provision allows for deviations from 
specific requirements of the SPCC rule, as long as the alternative 
measures provide equivalent environmental protection. A PE must 
review the selection of environmentally equivalent measures and certify 
them as being consistent with good engineering practice. 

EPAs 2004 letter to the Petroleum Marketers Association of America

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-
04/documents/h_danielgilligan_pmaa.pdf



Impracticability Statement
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If you determine that the installation of any of the structures or pieces of equipment to 
prevent a discharge is not practicable, you must clearly explain in your Plan why such 
measures are not practicable; for bulk storage containers, conduct both periodic integrity 
testing of the containers and periodic integrity and leak testing of the valves and piping; 
and, unless you have submitted a response plan under § 112.20, provide in your Plan the 
following: 
(1) An oil spill contingency plan following the provisions of part 109 of this chapter.
(2) A written commitment of manpower, equipment, and materials required to 
expeditiously control and remove any quantity of oil discharged that may be harmful.



Determining Tank Category
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AST categories used in Table 5.5 (Appendix A includes further explanation of some typical tank types 
and their corresponding AST category.):

 Category 1 - ASTs with spill control and CRDM
 Category 2 - ASTs with spill control, and without CRDM
 Category 3 - ASTs without spill control (note Category 3 ASTs may not meet regulatory 

requirements)



Determining Tank Category
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SPILL CONTROL - A means of preventing a release of liquid to the environment, including
adjoining property and waterways. Spill control methods include:

 Remote impounding
 Secondary containment system
 Secondary containment dike/berm
 Open top steel diked AST
 Closed top steel diked AST with overfill prevention
 Double-wall AST with overfill prevention
 CE-AST with overfill prevention



Determining Tank Category
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CONTINUOUS RELEASE DETECTION METHOD (CRDM) A means of detecting a release of liquid 
through inherent design. CRDM is passive because it does not require sensors or power to operate. 
Liquid releases are visually detected by facility operators (See Appendix A for additional information). 
The system shall be designed in accordance with good engineering practice. Several acceptable and 
commonly used CRDM systems are:

 Release prevention barrier (RPB) (described in definition of Release Prevention Barrier)
 Double-wall AST or double-bottom AST
 Elevated AST, with or without release prevention barrier
 Steel diked AST, open or closed top
 Concrete exterior AST (CE-AST) with an integral secondary containment and interstitial 

monitoring opening



Determining Tank Category
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RELEASE PREVENTION BARRIER (RPB) A liquid containment barrier that is installed under the AST. Its 
purpose is to divert leaks toward the perimeter of the AST where they can be easily detected, as 
well as to prevent liquid from contaminating the environment. RPBs are composed of materials 
compatible with the liquid stored in the AST and meet appropriate engineering standards. Examples 
are steel (as in steel double-bottom tanks), concrete, elastomeric liners, or other suitable materials, 
provided the above criteria are met.



STI Inspector Search
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Permit Required!



Paul McCarty, Hazardous Materials Specialist III, Shasta 
County Environmental Health

pmccarty@co.shasta.ca.us
(530) 225-5787
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