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Virtual Inspection



Which entity are you 
associated with?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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“Aboveground storage tank” and “storage 
tank” are tanks and containers that has the 
capacity to store 55 gallons or more of 
petroleum that is substantially or totally above 
the surface of the ground.

HSC Chapter 6.67 Section 25270.2

Basic APSA Information Review
Aboveground Storage Tank
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Tank facility is subject to APSA defined in 
HSC 25270.3:

• Has a storage capacity of ≥ 1,320 gallons 
of petroleum

HSC Chapter 6.67 Section 25270.3 

Basic APSA Information Review
General Applicability
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“Petroleum” means crude oil, or a fraction 
thereof, that is liquid at 60 degrees Fahrenheit 
temperature and 14.7 pounds per square inch 
absolute pressure.

HSC Chapter 6.67 Section 25270.2(g)

Basic APSA Information Review
What is Petroleum?
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-Tier I Qualified Facility

-Tier II Qualified Facility

- Non-Qualified Facility

- APSA conditionally exempt tank facilities

Types of SPCC Plan & Categories

Basic APSA Information Review



Tier 1 Qualified Facility
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-<10,000 U.S. gallons
-No aboveground oil storage containers with a 
capacity greater than 5,000 U.S. gallons; and

-No single oil discharge greater than 1,000 gallons, or
-No two discharges greater than 42 gallons within any 

12-month period to navigable water or adjoining 
shorelines in the three years before the SPCC plan is 

certified

Basic APSA Information Review



Tier 2 Qualified Facility
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-<10,000 U.S. gallons
-Tank size is >5,000 U.S. gallons and has an aggregate 

aboveground oil storage capacity of <10,000 U.S. gallons or 
less

-No single oil discharge greater than 1,000 gallons, or
-No two discharges each exceeding 42 U.S. gallons within any 
12-month period in the three years prior to the SPCC Plan self-

certification date, or since becoming subject to 40 CFR Part 
112

Basic APSA Information Review



Non-Qualified Facility

26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

- Bulk petroleum storage capacity is greater than 10,000-gallons

-Must be PE reviewed and certified

- PE certification does not relieve the owner/operator of duty to prepare 
and implement Plan

Basic APSA Information Review



Common APSA Facilities
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-Oil lube shops, large automotive repair shops, car 
dealerships, machine shops, facilities that require robust 

emergency back-up power requirements, gas stations with 
AST

Basic APSA Information Review



What % of the facilities in Los 
Angeles County jurisdiction 
are regulated under APSA?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Basic APSA Information Review



Common APSA Facilities
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- ~1,300 APSA Facilities in LA County (approximately 5%)

- Approximately 975 (75%) are qualified facilities 

Basic APSA Information Review



Amazing Petroleum Shifting Agency
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Virtual Inspection



Facility type for this Virtual Inspection
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-Automotive oil change facility with below 
ground bay

- Tier 1 Qualified Facility

Virtual Inspection



Pre-Inspection
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-SPCC Plan Retrieval 

-HM Inventory Review (Tank Facility Statement & HM Inventory)

- Google Maps Review (satellite image of facility)

-Prior inspection reports & Field Notes (if available)

-Spill Reporting

Virtual Inspection



Pre-Inspection
SPCC Plan Retrieval
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Pre-Inspection

HM Inventory Review (Tank Facility Statement & HM Inventory)



Tank Facility Statement and HM Inventory

Pre-Inspection



Google Image (Satellite View)

Pre-Inspection



Pre-Inspection
Spill Reporting

CALOES SPILL REPORTING WEBSITE

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/fire-rescue/hazardous-materials/spill-release-reporting/


Spill Reporting

Pre-Inspection



Pre-Inspection
Spill Reporting
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Pre-Inspection
Safety Considerations



Entering the Facility



Hi, I'm _______ from LA 
County Fire Department 

Health Hazardous Materials 
Division. Do we have your 

consent to conduct an 
inspection, take photos, and 

obtain samples, as 
necessary?

Entering the Facility



Site Security
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"How business secure and control access to the oil 
handling, processing and storage areas... and address 

appropriateness of security lightning to prevent acts of 
vandalism and assist in the discovery of oil discharges."

40 CFR 112.7(g)

Entering the Facility



Site Security
Entering the Facility



Entering 
the 

Facility

Site Security



Entering the Facility

Site Security



Entering the Facility

Site Security



What Site Security measures 
did you observe?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Entering the Facility



Entering the Facility
Site Security



Is full synthetic oil APSA 
applicable?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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BREAK TIME!
(10 minutes)



Entering the Facility



Main Floor
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Facility Walkthrough
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Facility Walkthrough

Staircase leading 
to belowground 
area
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Facility Walkthrough

2,000 gallon split tank, 
double-walled, 
rectangular UL-142 tank
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Facility Walkthrough

2,000 gallon split tank,
double-walled,
rectangular UL-142 tank
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Facility Walkthrough

500 gallon used oil,
double-walled,
UL-142 rectangular tank
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Facility Walkthrough

120 gallon ow20 single-
walled tank and 
(2) 55-gallon drums
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Facility Walkthrough



Which tank was NOT included in the Oil 
Storage & Capacities section but observed 
during the walk-through?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Oil-filter crusher

Facility Walkthrough
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Hoses, pipes, and 
oil drain pan

Facility Walkthrough

Oil accumulating 
in catch pan
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Oil pump

Facility Walkthrough

Oil seeping from 
turbine pump
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Absorbent and 
Spill containment 
equipment

Facility Walkthrough
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Review inspection, testing, and record keeping

SPCC Plan Review



26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

SPCC Plan Review
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SPCC Plan Review

8/1/23



Annual & Monthly 
Inspections
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SPCC Plan Review



Integrity Testing
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Category 1 Tank

SPCC Plan Review



Tank Category
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-A tank with a continuous release detection method (CRDM) and spill 
control is Category 1

- A tank without CRDM but with spill control is Category 2

- A tank without CRDM and spill control is Category 3

SPCC Plan Review
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SPCC Plan Review



26th California Unified Program
Annual Training Conference

February 26-29, 2024

Review Emergency Procedures and Notifications

SPCC Plan Review
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Contact List

SPCC Plan Review
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NRC Notification Procedure

SPCC Plan Review
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Attachment 4 – Discharge Notification Form

SPCC Plan Review



What violations did you 
observe?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Inspection Review
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Finalization of Inspection
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• SPCC plan prepared: 10-26-23
• 5-year review due: 10-26-28
• SPCC plan prepared meets all 

applicable requirements, 
except:
• 0w20 tank not included 

in the SPCC plan

Finalization of Inspection
Inspection Review
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• All bulk storage containers were within 
secondary containment.

• 3-years of annual and monthly inspection 
records were available for review.
• Monthly inspections were not 

conducted properly.

• Spill prevention briefings conducted 
properly and the records were available 
for review.

Finalization of Inspection
Inspection Review

• Materials and construction of all containers 
compatible with materials stored.

• Tank Facility Statement submitted and accepted.

• Emergency equipment available for general 
containment.

• Site security measures appropriate and 
implemented.
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Inspection 
Report

Finalization of Inspection
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Finalization of Inspection

Inspection 
Report
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Finalization of Inspection

Inspection 
Report
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Inspection 
Report

Finalization of Inspection
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Return to Compliance
Inspection Review



Return to Compliance
Inspection Review
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Return to Compliance
Inspection Review
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Return to Compliance
Inspection Review

Visible 
discharge 
corrected



Bringing It All Together
APSA Inspection Process

Pre-Inspection
File Review

SPCC Plan Retrieval
HMBP Review 

Google Maps Review
Past Inspection Reports & Notes

Spill Reports
Safety Consideration

Etc.

Facility Inspection
Walkthrough

Consent for Inspection
Interview of Staff
SPCC Plan Review

SPCC Document Review
Issuance of Inspection Report

Return to Compliance
Follow-Up

Verification of Compliance
Issuance of Follow-Up Report



Any Questions?
Ian Phung, HMS, LA County Fire

Matthew Stueber, HMS, LA County Fire

Ian.Phung@fire.lacounty.gov ; Matthew.Stueber@fire.lacounty.gov
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