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SPCC Applicability Flowchart
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Is the facility, or part of the facility, 
considered non-transportation-related?

Is the facility engaged in drilling, producing, 
gathering, storing, processing, refining, 

transferring, distributing, using, or 
consuming oil?

Could the facility be expected to discharge 
oil in quantities that may be harmful into 

navigable waters or adjoining shorelines?

Is the total aggregate capacity of 
aboveground oil storage 

containers greater than 1,320 
gallons?

Do not include containers with a capacity less than 
55 gallons, permanently closed containers, storage 

containers used exclusively in wastewater 
treatment, hot mix asphalt or hot-mix asphalt 

containers, pesticide application equipment and 
related mix containers, residential heating oil 

containers, or milk and milk product containers.

Is the total aggregate capacity of 
completely buried storage tanks 

greater than 42,000 gallons?
Do not include completely buried tanks subject to all 
of the technical requirements of 40 CFR part 280 or 
40 CFR part 281, underground oil storage tanks that 

supply emergency diesel generators at a nuclear 
power stations, permanently closed containers, and 

single family residential heating oil containers.

The facility, or part of 
the facility, IS subject 

to SPCC

The facility IS NOT 
subject to SPCC

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO
OR



Qualified Facility – An Overview
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• Smaller oil storage facility that is eligible for alternative streamlined 
regulatory requirements

• Must meet eligibility criteria to use alternative option
• Self-certified SPCC Plan instead of one reviewed and certified by a 

Professional Engineer (PE)
• Divided into two tiers

Tier II – self certify the SPCC Plan
Tier I - self certify and eligible to complete a template with fewer 
requirements



Qualified Facilities Eligibility Criteria
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Storage Capacity
Aggregate aboveground

oil storage capacity 
≤10,000 gallons 

Tier II AND
No oil storage container 

>5,000 U.S. gallons

If facility capacity 
increases 

>10,000 gallons 

Reportable Discharge History
In the 3 years prior to Plan certification date or when facility began operating

(whichever is less)
A single discharge of oil to navigable waters or 

adjoining shorelines 
exceeding 1,000 U.S. gallons,  OR

Two discharges of oil to navigable waters 
or adjoining shorelines 

each exceeding 42 U.S. gallons 
within any 12-month period

Tier II
Tier I

No Longer Qualified



Reportable Discharge History 
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• The gallon amount(s) specified (either 1,000 or 42) refers to amount of oil 
that actually reaches navigable waters or adjoining shorelines, not the total 
amount of oil spilled

• Do not include oil discharges that result from natural disasters, acts of war, 
or terrorism

Oil discharges that result from vandalism are included

• Facilities that have a reportable oil discharge after self-certifying the SPCC 
Plan do not automatically lose eligibility

The Regional Administrator has the authority to require a Plan 
amendment 



Understanding Discharge Criterion
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Understanding Discharge History
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Discharge History Criterion
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• A one-time determination 
• i.e., a “snap shot” of a facility’s compliance history

• Facilities do not require a re-assessment of 
eligibility following a technical change to the Plan 
or 5-year review



Self-Certification Attestation
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• Owner/operator attests that he/she is familiar with the SPCC Rule and has visited and 
examined the facility

• Owner/operator also certifies that:
-The Plan has been prepared in accordance with accepted and sound industry practices and 
standards and with the Rule requirements
-Procedures for required inspections and testing have been established
-The Plan is being fully implemented
-The facility meets the qualifying criteria
-The Plan does not deviate from Rule requirements except as allowed and as certified by a PE 
(allowed only for Tier II Plans)
-Management approves the Plan and has committed resources to implement it



Self-Certification Issues
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• Larger corporations/government entities with many smaller facilities have 
raised questions regarding self-certification

-Power industry
-Communications industry (cell towers)
-NPS, USFW, FAA

• The certification must be completed by a person who visited the facility (no 
agent allowed)

-A central environmental office can develop the Plans to be certified by the 
local facility operator representation, or the central office can visit each facility 
and complete the certification

• Certain states prohibit anyone other than a PE from certifying an SPCC Plan
-Instruct owners or operators to contact their local state PE licensing boards 



Qualified Facility Tiers
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• Self-certify the SPCC Plan
• Meet streamlined set of rule 

requirements
• No deviations

• Self-certify the SPCC Plan
• Meet all applicable rule 

requirements
• Can deviate from rule 

requirements with PE 
certification

Tier II Tier I



Why are Tier I QFs Unique?
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• “Tier I qualified facilities” have:
-The least complicated operations and facility characteristics
- May have few low-capacity oil containers and some 
mobile/portable containers, few oil transfers, little to no piping

• The choice for Tier I or Tier II is optional if the qualifying 
criteria are met



Tier I SPCC Plan Template
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• A Tier I qualified facility has the option to complete a 
streamlined SPCC Plan template in lieu of a full SPCC Plan

• Template is designed to be a simple SPCC Plan
-Includes only the requirements that should apply to this tier of regulated 
facilities
-Eliminates and/or modifies certain requirements and provisions that 
generally do not apply to facilities that store or handle smaller volumes of 
oil

• Template is found in Appendix G to the SPCC Rule



Simplified Requirements for Tier I 
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The following requirements apply: 



Simplified Requirements for Tier I 
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Simplified Requirements for Tier I 
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Does Not Apply:



Qualified Facility Outreach Materials
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• Qualified Facility Applicability Guidance
• Tier I SPCC Plan Template
• Tier I Farm Sample Plan
• Secondary Containment Calculation Worksheets

-Blank Worksheets
-Example Worksheets



Qualified Facility Outreach Materials
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Available at: http://www2.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-
preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template
State Professional Engineer (PE) Licensing Board Contacts 
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-
regulations/state-professional-engineer-pe-licensing-board
Fact Sheet: Is My Facility a "Qualified Facility" under the SPCC Rule? 
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-
regulations/fact-sheet-my-facility-qualified-facility-under

http://www2.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/tier-i-qualified-facility-spcc-plan-template
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/state-professional-engineer-pe-licensing-board
https://www.epa.gov/oil-spills-prevention-and-preparedness-regulations/fact-sheet-my-facility-qualified-facility-under


Tier I Qualified Facility SPCC Plan
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Gas and Care Express located in Malham, Pennsylvania is a self-service gasoline station and 
automotive service shop. The facility is owned and operated by Jack Smith and is located at the 
intersection of Anywhere and Sideways Streets, with an empty lot to the back of the facility. A 
concrete storm drainage channel runs past one side of the empty lot and conveys storm water into 
an unnamed creek about a 1/4-mile downstream from this location. The unnamed creek is a 
tributary of Muddy Creek, which is a tributary to the Susquehanna River.  Storm water runoff 
collected by street storm culverts is conveyed by the storm sewer into Muddy Creek at an outfall 
about 1 mile away. Gas and Care Express consists of one main building housing the 3-bay service 
shop and the sales and customer service area. The facility has two gasoline dispenser islands, each 
with two dispensers, under a lit canopy.  

Here is an example of an automotive service station facility and how the 
owner determines he is covered by the SPCC rule and prepares an SPCC Plan. 
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There are three stationary oil Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs) at Gas and 
Care Express. The 1,500-gallon AST for collecting waste oil is a horizontal, 
cylindrical shop-fabricated tank on concrete saddles resting on a concrete pad 
within a concrete dike. Constructed in accordance with UL 142, the tank has a 
direct reading liquid level gauge and a fill pipe with a 5-gallon steel 
containment sump. The tank fill pipe sump drains back into the tank. 
Employees transfer waste oil from the collection containers in the shop into 
this tank using a hand-operated pump. A 275-gallon double-walled AST stores 
heating oil to heat the service shop during the heating season. A 500-gallon 
double-walled fire-resistant AST with an on-tank dispenser stores kerosene for 
sale. 

Facility Description, continued



Facility Description, continued
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Other aboveground storage containers inside the auto service shop are: six 
single use rack-mounted 65-gallon drums in a lube oil dispensing system and 
another six single-use rack-mounted 65-gallon drums for dispensing 
automatic transmission fluid (3 drums), gear oil (1 drum), and hydraulic oil (2 
drums). Each of the three service bays is equipped with a single post swing rail 
drive-over lift, which has a 42-gallon hydraulic oil reservoir. 
A filter crusher in the shop has a 30-gallon used oil collection steel drum. The 
shop collects used antifreeze for recycling in two 30-gallon polyethylene totes. 
There are two hydraulic floor jacks with hydraulic oil reservoirs that store less 
than 0.5 pint of oil. 
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Gas and Care Express has an emergency generator to power the gasoline sales 
operation and the facility lighting during electricity outages. The emergency 
generator is powered by natural gas but has a 250-gallon Liquid Propane (LP) 
gas cylinder as a backup fuel. The customer service and auto shop also stocks 
containers of lube oil, refrigerant oil, brake oil, gear oil, automatic 
transmission fluid, and power steering fluid products for use and sale. 
Container sizes range from 8 ounces or ½ pint to 1 gallon. 
Gasoline is stored in 3-10,000-gallon double-wall steel completely buried 
Underground Storage Tanks (USTs). These USTs are constructed according to 
the Underwriters’ Laboratory (UL) 58 standard. 

Facility Description, continued
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Gasoline is transferred to the dispensers through buried, double-walled 
fiberglass-reinforced plastic fuel transfer piping with interstitial monitoring 
associated with the USTs. Oil transfer piping at the facility is belowground, 
except for the aboveground transfer piping and appurtenances at the gasoline 
dispensers, the kerosene on-tank dispenser, and the gasoline drop fill ports. 
A fuel supplier delivers gasoline, heating oil, and kerosene via tank trucks. 
Another supplier fills the shop’s oil products dispensing system 65-gallon 
drums. A commercial waste hauler periodically comes to the facility to remove 
both the waste oil collected in the waste oil AST for disposal and the used 
antifreeze totes to recycle the antifreeze. 

Facility Description, continued
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The facility had the following discharges in the three 
years prior to the date that Mr. Smith certified his Plan 
(07/15/2011): 

– November 20, 2008 – 20-gallon gasoline spill reached the nearest 
culvert along Sideways Street and into Muddy Creek; 

– March 7, 2010 – Contained 1-gallon gasoline spill to dispensing 
area concrete pavement (customer overfilled vehicle). 

Spill History
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The following containers are subject to the SPCC rule: 
• 1,500-gallon waste oil AST (stationary aboveground bulk storage container)
• 275-gallon heating oil AST (only heating oil tanks used solely at single-family 

homes are exempt from the SPCC rule) 
• 500-gallon kerosene AST (stationary aboveground bulk storage container) 
• Oil products rack dispensing system (includes twelve 65-gallon oil drums, 

total capacity = 780 gallons) 

Facility Total AST capacity
1,500+275+500+780 = 3,055 gallons

Oil Container Inventory
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• Three 10,000-gallon completely buried gasoline USTs  -These containers are exempt 
because they are subject to the technical requirements of the UST rule (see 40 CFR 280 or 281)

• Any bulk storage container or oil-filled operational equipment that has a capacity of 
less than 55 gallons:
– Two 30-gallon used antifreeze totes, 
– 30-gallon oil filter crusher drum,
– 42-gallon post lift hydraulic oil reservoirs, 
– 0.5-pint floor jack hydraulic oil reservoirs, and 
– Containers ranging from 0.5 pint to 1 gallon capacity of lube oil, refrigerant oil, brake oil, gear oil, 

automatic transmission fluid, and power steering fluid products

• 250-gallon LP gas tank for the emergency generator (the SPCC rule does not 
regulate gases)

The following containers are exempt from the SPCC rule:
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Step 1
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Determine if the Gas and Care Express needs an SPCC Plan.
Jack Smith, owner of the Gas and Care Express, believes he may have to develop, 
maintain, and implement a spill prevention plan under the SPCC rule. Let’s walk 
through the following scenario to determine if he needs an SPCC Plan, and if so, 
then we need to determine if he is eligible to self-certify his SPCC Plan and use the 
Tier I SPCC Plan Template.

Is the facility considered non-transportation-related? 
Yes, the facility stores, uses, and consumes oil—all non- transportation related 
activities.



Step 1, continued
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Is the facility engaged in drilling, producing, gathering, storing, 
processing, refining, transferring, distributing, using, or consuming oil?

Yes, the facility stores, uses, and consumes oil.

Could the facility reasonably be expected to discharge oil in quantities 
that may be harmful into navigable waters or adjoining shorelines? 

Yes, an oil spill from the facility could reach the Muddy Creek which is a 
tributary of the Susquehanna River.



Step 1, continued
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Is the total aggregate capacity of aboveground oil storage 
containers greater than 1,320 gallons of oil; or is the total 
aggregate capacity of completely buried storage tanks greater 
than 42,000 gallons of oil? 

Yes, the aboveground oil storage capacity is 3,055 gallons. An oil spill 
from the Gas and Care Express may reach a navigable waterway and the 
aboveground oil storage capacity is greater than 1,320 gallons. Jack 
Smith needs to develop an SPCC Plan.



Step 2
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Determine if Jack Smith can certify the SPCC Plan 
and complete the template.

Has the facility had any oil spills that reached navigable waters 
in the past three years? 

Yes, an oil spill from this facility can and did reach navigable waters. 

Were any of these oil spills larger than 1,000 gallons? 
No.



Step 2, continued
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Was oil spilled to navigable waters more than once in a 12- month 
period? 

No, only one spill on November 20, 2008 reached navigable waters (Muddy Creek). 
The March 7, 2010 spill did not reach navigable waters and if it did, it occurred more 
than 12 months after the November 20, 2008 spill.

Did more than 42 gallons of spilled oil reach navigable waters in both 
discharges? 

No. On November 20, 2008, only 20 gallons reached navigable waters. The vehicle 
overfill spill was onto the facility’s concrete pavement where it was contained and 
removed. There was no single discharge of oil to navigable waters exceeding 1,000 
U.S. gallons, nor two discharges of oil to navigable waters each exceeding 42 U.S. 
gallons within any twelve-month period.



Step 2, continued
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Is the aboveground oil storage capacity 10,000 gallons or less? 
Yes, Gas and Care Express is a qualified facility and Jack Smith can  
self-certify the SPCC Plan. 

Are any aboveground oil storage containers at the facility larger 
than 5,000 gallons capacity? 

No. Gas and Care Express is a Tier I Qualified Facility and Jack Smith can 
complete the SPCC Plan template in Appendix G of the rule (as long as he 
does not deviate from any rule requirements).



Step 3
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Prepare and implement an SPCC Plan. 

Up next – an Example SPCC Tier I Plan completed for 
Gas and Care Express using the Appendix G template.
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Plan/Template Body - End
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Plan/Template Attachments 
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That’s the end of the template for the Tier I Plan, 
with the Gas and Care Express example. 

Now on to the Secondary Containment calculation 
worksheet example for that facility.  
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Disclaimer: Please note that these are simplified calculations for qualified facilities that assume: 
1) the secondary containment is designed with a flat, level floor; 2) the wall height is equal for 
all four walls; and 3) the corners of the secondary containment system are 90 degrees. 
Additionally, the calculations do not include displacement for support structures or foundations.
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Any Questions?
reich.peter@epa.gov

415-972-3052

witul.janice@epa.gov
415-972-3089

U.S. EPA Region 9, San Francisco

Superfund and Oil Information Center:
(800) 424-9346 or TDD (800) 553-7672

mailto:reich.peter@epa.gov
mailto:witul.janice@epa.gov
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