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 APSA Applicability
◦ Marking ‘Yes’ to the APSA question in Business Activities

◦ Determining aboveground petroleum storage capacity

 APSA Facility Information
◦ Conditionally exempt

◦ Tank in an underground area (TIUGA)

◦ Total petroleum storage capacity

◦ Date of SPCC Plan certification or 5-year review
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 APSA Documentation
◦ The Do’s and Don’ts

◦ Upload Document

◦ Provided elsewhere in CERS

 Is this facility regulated under APSA?

 If you’re no longer an APSA facility

 CUPA Review of the APSA CERS submittal

 Online Resources and Contact Information
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Scroll down the 
Business 
Activities Page 
and you’ll find 
the Aboveground 
Petroleum 
Storage question
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◦ Your facility is subject to the Federal Spill Prevention, Control, 
and Countermeasure (SPCC) requirements found in CFR, Title 
40, Part 112; or

◦ Your facility’s total aboveground petroleum storage capacity 
is 1,320 gallons or more of petroleum; or

◦ Your facility has one or more TIUGAs, regardless of the total 
aboveground petroleum storage capacity. 
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 Determining your facility’s total aboveground 
petroleum storage capacity
◦ Add together the aggregate shell capacities of all ASTs, 

containers, and equipment, including each tank in an 
underground area, with shell capacity equal to or greater 
than 55 gallons of petroleum
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 Determining your facility’s total aboveground 
petroleum storage capacity
◦ DO NOT include: 

 Actual volume stored in the AST, container or equipment

 Certain tanks, containers, or equipment that are excluded under 
APSA (HSC Section 25270.2(a)(1)-(8))
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◦ Tanks, containers, or equipment that are excluded under 
APSA (HSC Section 25270.2(a)(1)-(8)):

1. Pressure vessel or boiler

2. Tank containing hazardous or extremely hazardous waste

a) And has a permit from DTSC, or a PBR authorization from the UPA 

3. Aboveground oil production tank

4. Oil-filled electrical equipment, including but not limited to, 
transformers, circuit breakers, or capacitors, if the oil-filled 
electrical equipment meets certain conditions
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◦ Tanks, containers, or equipment that are excluded under 
APSA (HSC Section 25270.2(a)(1)-(8)):

5. A tank regulated as an underground storage tank

6. A transportation-related tank facility

7. A tank or tank facility located on and operated by a farm that is 
exempt from SPCC rule 

8. A TIUGA that has the capacity to store less than 55 gallons of 
petroleum
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 April 1, 2019 – A new submittal element was included 
to identify 
◦ Conditionally exempt facilities

◦ Total aboveground storage capacity of petroleum

◦ Number of tanks in underground area(s)

◦ Date of SPCC Plan certification or date of 5-year review

NEW
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 Conditionally exempt
◦ Indicate if the facility is located on and operated by a farm, 

nursery, logging site, or construction site and if the following 
conditions are met (HSC 25270.4.5(b)):

 No aboveground storage tank exceeds 20,000 gallons; and

 The cumulative storage capacity of the tank facility does not 
exceed 100,000 gallons

11



22nd Annual California CUPA Training Conference
February 2020

 Conditionally exempt
◦ Not required to prepare and implement an SPCC Plan under 

APSA
◦ But facility must:

1. Conduct daily visual inspections of any petroleum storage tank, 
container, or equipment

2. Allow the UPA to conduct a periodic inspection of the tank 
facility

3. Install secondary containment for each tank or group of tanks if 
determined necessary by the UPA
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 If your tank facility is conditionally exempt
◦ Check the box next to ‘Conditionally Exempt’

◦ Click Save and continue

◦ You have completed your APSA Facility Information
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 Total Aboveground Storage Capacity of Petroleum
◦ Enter the total number of gallons from your tank facility’s 

aboveground petroleum storage capacity

 Add together the aggregate shell capacities of petroleum storage 
tanks, containers, or equipment

 For 55-gallon drums, use the maximum number of drums that 
would typically be stored at your facility
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 Number of Tanks in Underground Area(s)
◦ Report the total number of stationary storage tanks with a 

shell capacity of 55 gallons or more of petroleum that is 
located in a basement, cellar, shaft, pit or vault

◦ Do not count drums or portable containers/tanks as TIUGAs

◦ If your facility has no TIUGA, enter ‘0’ (zero)
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 Date of SPCC Plan Certification or Date of 5-Year 
Review
◦ Enter your facility’s SPCC Plan certification date or the last 

SPCC Plan 5-year review date, whichever is more recent

◦ You cannot enter a future date

◦ If your tank facility does not have an SPCC Plan, this field can 
be left blank
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 Click on the blue help bubble for more information to 
complete the submittal

?
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 Select
◦ Provided Elsewhere in CERS, or
◦ Upload Document(s)

 Do not select
◦ Public Internet URL

◦ Provided to Regulator

◦ Stored at Facility

◦ Exempt
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 Do I file or submit information in the APSA 
documentation section if I have already submitted the 
annual Hazardous Materials Business Plan?
◦ You have met the annual Tank Facility Statement reporting 

requirement for the APSA program 

◦ Complete the documentation section to indicate your HMBP 
submittal in lieu of the annual APSA Tank Facility Statement
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◦ Select ‘Provided Elsewhere in CERS’

 Then choose ‘Hazardous Materials Inventory’

 Click ‘Save’
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 You can upload a Tank Facility Statement if you do not  
select the other document option (provided elsewhere 
in CERS)

◦ Select ‘Upload Document(s)’

 Then choose ‘Browse’ to upload your document
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 If you’re not required to submit an HMBP, upload a 
completed Tank Facility Statement

◦ Select ‘Upload Document(s)’

 Then choose ‘Browse’ to upload your document
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Should I file an SPCC Plan in CERS?

NO
No

 Tank Facility Statement is NOT the SPCC Plan

 SPCC Plans are not required to be uploaded to CERS 
and, therefore, should not be uploaded to CERS
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Should I file an SPCC Plan in CERS? No.
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 You can email 
CUPA@fire.ca.gov to 
request the Tank Facility 
Statement form to 
complete and upload to 
CERS
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 APSA Applicability

 APSA Facility Information

 APSA Documentation

 Is this facility regulated under APSA?
◦ Let’s count petroleum!
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Facility 1
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 NO

 Total APSA Storage Capacity is equal to 115 gallons

 The first three are oil-filled electrical equipment
◦ Excluded under APSA if meet certain provisions

Facility would mark ‘no’ for the APSA question in Business 
Activities

28



22nd Annual California CUPA Training Conference
February 2020

Facility 2
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 YES

 Total APSA Storage Capacity is equal to 1,320 gallons

Facility would mark ‘yes’ for the APSA question in Business 
Activities 
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 Facility Information
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 APSA Documentation

OR
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Facility 3
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 YES

 Total APSA Storage Capacity is equal to 2,050 gallons

 Tank A and Tank B are USTs and are not regulated 
under APSA

Facility would mark ‘yes’ for the APSA question in Business 
Activities
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 Facility Information
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Facility 4
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 NO

 Total APSA Storage Capacity is equal to 0 gallons

 Tank A and B (oil production tanks) are not regulated 
under APSA

 Tank C is regulated under US DOT, not APSA

Facility would mark ‘no’ for the APSA question in Business 
Activities 
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 If your facility was previously regulated under APSA 
and is no longer subject to the APSA program
◦ Mark ‘No’ 

◦ Do not make any APSA submittal, including the APSA 
documentation, to CERS

◦ Any submittal under the APSA documentation will indicate 
that the facility is being regulated under APSA, regardless of 
whether or not the facility is truly regulated under APSA
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 CERS data collection gaps
◦ Software limitations, potential for data gaps

 CUPA handling erroneous data
◦ Data errors will be made by tank facilities in their submittals

◦ Discussion of error types

◦ Strategies relative to submittal acceptance, non-acceptance 

 Using the APSA Facility Information Report
◦ Generating the report in CERS

◦ Reviewing the report

◦ How to use the report 
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 CERS new structure implemented April 1, 2019 

 Known data collection gaps
◦ Facilities start, but do not complete the submittal (Invisible)

◦ Facilities make a submittal, but do not provide a date in the 
SPCC data field (Incomplete)
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 APSA submittal error types
◦ Regulated facility answers NO to APSA question

◦ Unregulated facility answers YES to APSA question

◦ Regulated facility checks the Conditionally Exempt box, but 
does not meet the requirements for exemption

◦ Regulated facility does not check the Conditionally Exempt 
box, but does meet the requirements for exemption

◦ APSA petroleum amount inaccurate

◦ Number of TIUGAs inaccurate

◦ SPCC Plan date/ 5 year review date missing or inaccurate
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 Data entry errors by tank facilities are happening 
frequently

 Missing data and erroneous data are being identified

 CUPAs have responded in different ways depending 
on circumstances 

 Examples of CUPA feedback provided in next few 
slides
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◦ “This farm stores less than 2,500 gallons of petroleum onsite.  
Therefore, this facility is not subject to the Aboveground Petroleum 
Storage Act requirements.”

◦ “Facility is not in APSA - please mark the question regarding APSA 
"No" on the Business Activities page.”

◦ “This site is subject to [APSA] because it has 1,935 gallons of 
petroleum on-site (i.e. from CERS Hazardous Materials Inventory).  
Please update the information and resubmit the correct information.”
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◦ “I'm accepting, although this facility is not currently storing 1320 
gallons of petroleum product.”

◦ “This facility is subject to federal SPCC program. However, crude oil 
production tanks, regulated by DOGGR, are exempt from the CA 
APSA.”
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◦ “Your site is not conditionally exempt...think this was a 
misunderstanding...your site is a regular APSA site (Qualified Tier 1 
site - no tank greater than 5K gallons of petroleum and no storage of 
greater than 10K total at the site).Please contact us should you have 
any questions.”

◦ “Your APSA facility information is not accepted: Our records indicate 
this facility does not meet the conditionally exempt requirements.”
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◦ “Your facility is not currently permitted as a farm exempt site. The 
SPCC rule defines a farm as a facility on a tract of land devoted to the 
production of crops or raising of animals, including fish, which 
produced and sold, or normally would have produced and sold, 
$1,000 or more of agricultural products during a year. If you are being 
permitted incorrectly please contact your inspector.”

◦ “Please select "Yes" to exempt, since the site is considered Farm 
Exempt.”

◦ “Verification will be made to see if facility is conditionally exempt.” 
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◦ “The total AST capacity of petroleum listed in the materials inventory 
does not match the APSA Facility Information quantity.  Please review 
and verify.” 

◦ “Accepted with the condition that APSA storage capacity is reviewed 
for applicability in accordance with Chapter 6.67 of the California 
Health and Safety Code.  If the storage capacity remains 10,000 or 
greater than we will change your program category to a non-qualified 
facility.”

◦ “Not accepted because the reported quantity of 2700 gallons does not 
match the actual quantity of 10,660 gallons observed at the 7/2/19 
CUPA inspection.” 
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◦ “Please edit your total petroleum capacity to 12,220 so that your gear 
lube and waste oil are included and then resubmit for approval.”

◦ “The amount you report for total aboveground petroleum storage 
must include your new and used oils. Please add this to your total at 
the next submittal”

◦ “Per the FIELD HELP section, when determining the aggregate 
petroleum storage capacity for the facility, do not include ASTs, 
containers or equipment excluded under APSA.”
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◦ “Regulated Underground Storage Tanks are not considered Tanks In 
Underground Areas (TIUGA) for purposes of APSA. You do not have 
any TIUGAs. Please change this to say zero and resubmit.”

◦ “Please verify if facility has "TIUGAs“- not "underground storage 
tanks".”

◦ “Please be advised, APSA Facility Information has 2 tanks listed as 
"Tanks In Underground Area" (TIUGA).  TIUGAs are not the same as 
Underground Storage Tanks (UST).  The 2 TIUGAs identified in the 
APSA Facility Information will be verified during the next inspection”
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◦ “You have incorrectly reported the Total Aboveground Storage 
Capacity of Petroleum and the number of Tanks In Underground 
Areas (TIUGAs). According to your inventory and map your total 
petroleum storage is 1780 gallons and the # of TIUGAs is 3.”

◦ “Upon your next submittal, please ensure that you mark the presence 
of 6 Tanks in Underground Areas (TIUGA's), which are the 6 elevator 
lift pump tanks.”
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◦ “Your APSA facility information is not accepted in CERS for the 
following reason: Please add a date for the SCC Plan and resubmit in 
CERS.” 

◦ “CONDITIONALLY ACCEPTED.  This submittal was accepted, however 
the following must be corrected:  ** Provide the date of the SPCC 
Plan **.” 

◦ “SPCC Plan is outdated and needs to be revised, reviewed and signed 
by a P.E. The document provided was dated to August 29, 2005.”
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◦ “In the "APSA Facility Information" section, the "Date of SPCC Plan 
Certification" needs to be added.  According to our file, this date is 
9/12/2016.Please make this correction and resubmit to CERS.”

◦ “Please update your SPCC plan dated 8/19/2013. It must be…reviewed 
within the past five years.”

◦ “Next certification of the SPCC due before 3/12/2020.”

◦ “Please do not upload SPCC plans to CERS.  They just need to be kept 
on site”. 
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◦ “Accepted as an administrative complete. Validity of data submitted will 
be assessed during the next routine compliance inspection.” 

◦ “This facility is claiming to have aboveground petroleum storage, but does 
not currently have a APSA permit with our Department. Facility inspection 
will be conducted in the near future to determine if APSA permit is 
required.”

◦ “Verified by site inspection.”

◦ “The CUPA has reviewed the submitted program elements and finds the 
data/documents meet state and local reporting requirements. The CUPA 
has not necessarily field-verified the submitted data.”  

◦ “It is the responsibility of the owner/operator to report accurate and 
complete information. The APSA section will be accepted contingent upon 
a field verification.”
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 Using the report
◦ The report is found on the CERS General Reports page  
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 Generating the report
◦ Be aware of the ‘Include Conditionally Exempt’ checkbox and 

the ‘Accepted Submittal’ or ‘Last Submittal Only’ choices!  
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 Reviewing the report - the Overview tab  
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 Reviewing the report
◦ The APSA Facility Info tab 

◦ Columns F, G, H and I contain the entries for Conditionally 
Exempt, Date of SPCC plan certification, Total Aboveground 
Storage capacity and number of TIUGAs

◦ Column L displays the regulator comments

◦ Column O identifies the Last APSA Routine Inspection date 
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https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/about-cers/help-materials/

◦ Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Facility Statement 
Reporting Requirements 

◦ Is My Facility Regulated Under APSA? 

◦ Should I file an SPCC Plan in CERS? 

◦ Preparing an APSA Submittal 

 http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

◦ Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67
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https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/about-cers/help-materials/
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 Glenn Warner, Senior Environmental Scientist

 Glenn.Warner@fire.ca.gov

 Joann Lai, Environmental Scientist
 Joann.Lai@fire.ca.gov

 Carmen Zamora, Environmental Scientist
 Carmen.Zamora@fire.ca.gov

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/pipeline-safety-and-
cupa/certified-unified-program-agency-cupa/aboveground-

petroleum-storage-act/
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