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Facilities who handle:

 Hazmat in quantities equal to or greater than 55 
gallons (liquid), 500 pounds (solid), or 200 cubic 
feet (gas).

 Radioactive materials in quantities for which an 
emergency plan is required to be adopted pursuant 
to Parts 30, 40, or 70 of Chapter 10 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations.

 Some exceptions and exemptions.



 Prior to 2013, reporting was on paper forms, 
and the business submitted these forms to a 
CUPA (Certified Unified Program Agency), now 
known as a UPA (Unified Program Agency).

 Reporting is now electronic, with no option 
for paper forms.

 By state law, reporting is through the 
California Environmental Reporting System, 
also known as CERS (https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/).



Up until January, 2020, every business subject 
to the business plan program was required to 
annually submit their business plan 
information into CERS either:

• By the date established for the business by 
the UPA; or

• If no date has been established for the 
business by the UPA, then by March 1st of 
each year.



AB 1429 (Chen, 2019) created two tiers or 
layers of reporting frequencies, based on the 
handler’s inventory.

 The first group consists of those handlers 
that must continue to submit business plans 
annually.

 The second group consists of handlers that 
only have to submit business plans every 
three years.



 If the handler is subject to EPCRA Tier II (42 
USC section 11022), they must continue to 
report annually, on their normal submittal 
date.

 If the handler is subject to APSA (Health & 
Safety Code Chapter 6.67, 25270, et seq.), 
they must continue to report annually, on 
their normal submittal date.



Handlers are subject to EPCRA Tier II reporting if 
their inventory exceeds thresholds found in 40 CFR 
370.

 For Extremely Hazardous Substances, 500 pounds, or the 
threshold found in the “List of Lists”, whichever is lower.

 For gasoline in underground tanks at retail fuel stations, 75,000 
gallons, all grades in combination.

 For diesel fuel in underground tanks at retail fuel stations, 
100,000 gallons, all grades in combination.

 For all other hazardous materials requiring Safety Data Sheets, 
10,000 pounds.
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LIST OF LISTS

Consolidated List of Chemicals  
Subject to the Emergency  
Planning and Community Right
To-Know Act (EPCRA),  
Comprehensive Environmental  
Response, Compensation and  
Liability Act (CERCLA) and  
Section 112(r) of the Clean Air Act

• EPCRA Section 302 Extremely Hazardous Substances
• CERCLA Hazardous Substances
• EPCRA Section 313 Toxic Chemicals
• CAA l12(r) Regulated Chemicals for Accidental  

Release Prevention

http://www.epa.gov/epcra


If the handler is not subject to either EPCRA 
Tier II or to APSA, they are required to report 
every three years, with their 2019 submittal as 
“Year Zero”.  The submittal date should not 
change.

 For example, Joe’s Lawnmower Service 
submitted its business plan on April 22, 
2019.  Joe will next submit business plan 
information on April 22, 2022.



There still remains a requirement to annually 
certify that the information in CERS is 
complete, accurate and in compliance with 
EPCRA. (H&S Code 25508.2)

 For annual reporters, no problem.  
Certification is part of submittal.

 For “every-3-year” submitters, though…



 Unfortunately, CERS does not, at this time, 
have a provision to simply certify “no 
change”.  Cal OES is working with Cal EPA to 
develop an easy solution.

 Until such time as a simple “no change” 
certification button is developed in CERS, the 
non-annual CERS reporters must follow the 
following stop-gap procedure.



Here is the procedure to certify “no change”.
1. Log into CERS.
2. Select business, if user is associated with 

more than one business.
3. Select facility.
4. Click “Create All HMBP Submittal Elements”.
5. Review and confirm information is 

complete, accurate, and, if applicable, in 
compliance with EPCRA.

6. Click “Submit”.











When there have been changes, the business 
plan must be updated within 30 days.

 100% or greater increase in an inventoried haz mat.
 Adding a new haz mat to inventory.
 Change of business or facility address.
 Change of business ownership.
 Change of business name.
 Substantial change in operations that would require 

modification of business plan.
(H&S Code 25508.1)
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