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CERS: Make the 

Work for You!



2/27/2019

2



2/27/2019

3

did all the hard work, we are simply 
viewing the data in a meaningful way

Make                  work for you!

Completeness Check Tool
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Are There Secret Reports?

Are there secret reports 
in CERS?  

Can UPAs use the same 
reports as State 
Agencies?

UST Facility/Tank Data Download Report
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CERS Uncovered…
 Each data input field in CERS corresponds to a column in the UST Data 

Download Report
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How Does the Tool Work?

 Known Requirements for UST 
Systems

Based on Install Date

 Data may be true or false based 
upon if a test is met/not met

 Conditional Formatting of cells in Excel to identify 
information where the test is met or not met

Users enter data in CERS

UST Data Download Report 

How can we use Excel to analyze 
the data?

Development Process 
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CERS UST Data Download Tool

 Utilize Conditional Formatting to 
Analyze Submitted Data

 Visual Indicator of Data Inconsistencies

1. Missing Data

2. Incorrect Data

3. Questionable Data

The Key: Conditional Formatting based on Formulas

=IF (X=,1,0)

=AND (X=,Y=)

=OR (X=,Y=)

=ISBLANK (X)

=NOT(ISBLANK (X))
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Formulas…

=IF (A2=“UNKNOWN”,1,0)

This means if the contents of the cell in row 2, column A is 
equal to “UNKOWN” put a “1” into the cell where the 
formula exists.

If that test is not true, put a “0” into the cell where the 
formula exists

Excel Formula Examples

 AND($J3="A Stand-alone Tank", $O3=1)
Are BOTH are true, that is, does J3 contain Stand-
alone tank AND O3 contain “1”?

 OR($AK3="Single-walled", $AK3="Double-walled")
Is EITHER true, that is, does AK3 contain “Single-
walled” OR does it contain “Double-walled”?
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Excel Formula Examples
 =ISBLANK (X3)

Is cell X3 blank? 

 =NOT(ISBLANK (X3))
or…is X3 not blank?

These are just a few of the toys you can play with

=IF (X=,1,0)

=AND (X=,Y=)
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=IF (X=,1,0)

=AND (X=,Y=)

=IF (AND (X=,Y=),1,0)

=IF (AND($J$4="A Stand-alone Tank",$O$4=1),1,0)

=IF (X=,1,0)

=AND (X=,Y=)

=IF (AND (X=,Y=),1,0)

=IF (AND($J$4="A Stand-alone Tank",$O$4=1),1,0)

=IF(AND(X=,OR(X=,X=)),0,1)

=IF(AND($AE4="Single-walled", OR($AI4="Fiberglass, $AI4="Rigid Plastic", $AI4="Flexible", $AI4="Steel")),0,1)
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Data Download Tool Steps

 Perform a data download from CERS

Multiple UST Facilities 

Single UST Facility

 Copy and Paste into corresponding 
installation tab

 Review the Data

 Don’t worry, we will do a Live Demo!
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Data Download Tool Organized by 
Installation Date

Pre 1984
1984 – June 1987
July 1987 to June 2003
July 2003-June 2004
Post July 2004

Highlighted Cells

Missing Data

 Incorrect Data

Questionable Data
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formulas derived from…

Source: waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/leak_prevention/docs/ust_req_table_final_6_08.pdf
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contains over 1300 formulas
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Not Perfect…There are Limitations
 Completeness review

 Does not replace the need 
to field verify

 i.e. sensor model 
number

 Retail Gas Station Centric

 AGAIN…not perfect

Still relies upon YOU and 
your UST knowledge

Place to start

Provides a guide to develop own internal 
system

 Improve submission review time
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VS.

Level of Review will depend on your 
business practice 
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Steps for Completeness Check

Step 1 - Facility Operating Permit Application

Step 2 – Tank Information / Monitoring Plan

Step 3 – Monitoring Site Plan

Step 4 – Certification of Financial Responsibility 

Step 5 – Response Plan

Step 6 – Owner/Operator: Written Agreement

Step 7 – Letter from Chief Financial Officer

Step 8 – Owner Statement of Designated UST Operator Compliance
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VS.

Level of Review will depend on your 
business practice 

Additional Notes
 Check the comments section 

by the submitter

 Check for open violations 
before accepting submittal

 Use canned language in 
Regulator comments section 
when accepting/rejecting 
CERS Submittals
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Data Download Tool

 Customizable
 Intended to aid in 

reviewing CERS, BUT 
can be used for other 
purposes
Tracking
Counting

 Not protected

Here Comes CERS 3.0!

 New fields in CERS may 
result in new data points

 Removal of fields will result 
in loss of data points

 Sacramento County will update the spreadsheet if newer 
CERS versions increase/decrease # of columns.

 AND…the spreadsheet is not protected…you can 
change anything you like…customize away!
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Questions?

Chris Brozek
brozekc@saccounty.net

916-875-8575

Jennea Monasterio
monasterioj@saccounty.net

916-876-8890

Demo Time!


